proach was claimed to increase the sensitivity of the procedure (3, 4, 6) .
In this study, we have examined the visibility of immunogold-silyen staining in darkfield and epi-polanization microscopy. microscopy.
These were considered to be the optimal silver enhancement times for the respective microscopic techniques. Figure 5 . A mononuclear cell suspension of normal peripheral blood was Iabaled with serial dilutions of OKT3 (CD3), starting from 6.25 tg/ml (dilution 1, horizontal axis). In the IGSS, the optimal enhancement time for each microscopic technique was used. The percentage of OKT3-positive cells was determined in each preparation (OKT3, vertical axis). With darkfield (DF) and epipolarization (EPI) microscopy, all OKT3-positive lymphocytes in the suspension (horizontal partofthe OKT3 curves) could be detected with afourfold greater dilution ofthe monoclonal antibody than with brightfield (BF) microscopy. These dilutions were also eightfold greater than those needed for this purpose with immunofluorescence microscopy (IF) in the same cell suspension.
Discussion
In this study, we evaluated the contribution of dankfield and epi- 
